
Energy Benchmarking and
& Other Energy Conservation 

Opportunities



Energy Benchmarking for 
public buildings project

� Benchmarking is a quick and initial building 
energy performance assessment

� Identifies buildings that have excessive 
energy consumption

� These buildings have the greatest potential 
for easy improvement at low cost



Rating for
your building

Energy use and
cost reduction
potential (%)

Walk-thru
energy assessment

recommended?
below 20% above 50% Definitely
20 to 40% 35 to 50% Yes
40 to 60% 20 to 35% Maybe
above 60% below 25% No

Source: “Estimate Your Energy Use and Cost Reduction 
Potentials” ORNL, Buildings Technology Center

Building Rating as a Predictor of 
Energy Conservation Potential



Energy Star Benchmark Rating of 242 
Minnesota Public Schools 

(1999-2000 data)
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B3 Benchmarking Status

� At the end of June 2006:
1/3 of all public buildings > 5,000 sq. ft. in Minn. 
- 1,350 State Buildings (including MnSCU) 
- 460    School Buildings  (> 25 school districts)
- 225    City Buildings 
- 150    County Buildings 
- 2,185 Total 



B3 Benchmarked Buildings







B3 benchmarking site:

www.mnbenchmarking.com
--> Contact Us screen
--> enter contact info, types of buildings

(school, courthouse, etc.) and number
of each type



Recommissioning

� A systematic process to improve the 
operation of your building systems so 
that they:

– Actually meet your needs (heating, 
cooling, ventilation, comfort, etc.) 

AND
– Use only as much energy as is really 

necessary to do so.









Building Operator Certification

Duluth – 2005 completed, another planned
Owatonna – November 2006

www.BOCcentral.org



Humidity Control in Schools for 
Building Managers and Operators 

� understand why controlling humidity is 
important & what settings to choose

� minimize both occupant complaints and 
energy bills

� improve operations and maintenance of 
existing equipment

� make selections for equipment replacement.


