CHAPTER 2

Creating a Community Energy Vision

The types of energy
used in the 21st
century will be
determined by the
decisions and
investments made in
the next 20 years.

No one person,
business, or group has
the ability to design
and build the system
of the future alone.

IN THE PAST, UTILITY COMPANIES MADE ALL OF THE DECISIONS about
our energy system. They analyzed projected needs, decided on the best fuel

source and built and owned the power plants and transmission lines. The rest

of us — businesses, government, and residents — just flicked on the switch. The

utility provided the power, and we used as much as we wanted. Today, there is

increasing public interest in our energy system. Businesses and governments

have very specific needs for reliability and quality of power. Many people are calling

for greater reliance on home-grown renewable energy. Farmers and businesses are

interested in developing renewable energy projects using local resources.

In the future, a combination of utility
decisions, with community input, and
individual and business decisions will increas-
ingly shape the electric system — decisions
such as how much to conserve and whether or
not to add on-site generation or small renew-
able energy projects. The decisions we make
today are critically important because they will
determine our electricity system for decades to
come. The types of energy used in the 21st
century will be determined by the decisions
and investments made in the next 20 years.!

Everyone has ideas about what our future
electric system should look like, but no one
person, business, or group has the ability to
design and build the system of the future
alone. Even the utilities do not have that
ability, because they cannot build power plants
or transmission lines in the face of organized
community opposition.

PURPOSES OF COMMUNITY

ENERGY PLANNING

All of the community stakeholders need to be
involved in creating a sustainable energy plan
for the future. Broad involvement allows
communities to establish priorities that will
guide future energy acquisitions and to
evaluate local resources to determine how best
to keep energy dollars at home. In fact,
instituting a community planning process is
the best way to protect the public interest and
ensure that all community stakeholders, rather
than a select few, are deciding the design of the
energy system of the 21st century.

Communities may have many different goals
in energy planning. Local governments may
want to reduce energy costs in public build-
ings. Community members or community
institutions may initiate community energy
planning because of an interest in using or
developing renewable energy. Interest in
energy planning may be sparked because of
local concern about proposed power lines or
new power plants. All of these and more are
valid reasons for convening interested
stakeholders and developing an energy plan.
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STAKEHOLDERS distribution system. Utilities can make projects
There are a variety of groups with interest in happen, but they do have a number of
the future of a community’s energy system. concerns and criteria that must be met.
Any one of them could initiate an effort to Utilities have several ways to support projects.
examine and make changes in the local energy =~ They might actually own and operate a
system, but the most successful planning community’s distributed generation system or
efforts involve all of the community’s they might simply buy the green power. If the
stakeholders. Most projects require broad utility purchases the power, the power
Key stakeholders involvement and buy-in for implementation. purchase agreement will be a critical element
include : Involving many players from the beginning in making the project economics viable. The

Local Residents —
individuals interested
in renewable energy
and prices of
electricity

Local Utilities —
investor owned,
cooperative, and
municipal

Local Government -
county, city, and
township

Local Business and
Industry -
commercial business
and factories

Farmers —

owners of windy
land and producers
of bioenergy

Public and Private
Community
Institutions -
schools, universities,
colleges, experiment
stations, non-profits,
prisons, or others

ensures that everyone’s voice is heard, that all
good ideas get on the table, and that questions,
concerns or opposition are understood and
resolved early in the process.

STAKEHOLDER ROLES

Local Residents Citizens often initiate
community energy planning efforts because of
an interest in developing local renewable
energy sources or because of a concern about
power plant or power line siting. Active citizens
can mobilize and organize community support
to initiate community programs and to keep
them growing. Citizens may also get involved
by electing local officials who support
renewable energy development and by
supporting policies that encourage their
development. Citizens can play a role in
purchasing “green electricity” at incrementally
higher prices, showing a commitment to this
type of energy. Lastly, citizens can reduce their
own energy use at home, in schools, churches,
synagogues, and in other community
buildings.

Youth are important stakeholders because we
are designing the energy system today that
they will live with tomorrow. Students, with
their special perspective and skills, can be
involved in many ways. Youth can do research,
help to design projects, voice their opinions,
and be involved in many other ways.

Local Utilities Local utilities must be involved
early in planning any community energy
system. Almost all new sources of generation
will need to plug into the transmission and

local utility might provide technical help in
meeting their interconnection standards.
Utilities may also fund conservation, renew-
able energy demonstration projects, or even
research. There are many options. Utilities are
required by state law to fund conservation
programs and to bring renewable energy
online. So, while sensitive to electricity pricing,
many utilities may look favorably on projects
that help them fulfill their requirements.

Local Government Local government officials
are key leaders in any renewable energy
project. There are a number of ways local
governments can promote the use of
renewable energy technologies. They can use
renewables to generate electricity for local
government use. Some options include
renewable projects at schools and government
buildings or solar technologies at remote
locations or in city parks. Local governments

can also use combined heat and power
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systems to generate electricity and capture the
excess heat for use in government buildings or
even in a broader district heating system. In
communities with landfills or sewage
treatment plants, local governments can
collect and burn biogas to generate electricity.

Beyond developing their own resources, local
governments can play a role by purchasing
green electricity. Some options for purchasing
include buying green power for specific
buildings, greening up the entire government
load, perhaps by giving price preferences for
renewable electricity. Lastly, local governments
can use economic development tools to
promote local renewable development,
recognize and promote the use of renewables
by others, and incorporate energy issues in
local planning or in green building design.

Local Business and Industry Area businesses
and industry play an important role in
sustaining and growing local economies. They
are also significant energy users. These
businesses and industries are important
stakeholders in the community energy
planning process. Businesses can take the lead
in making efficiency upgrades and improve-
ments. Business and industry can also
implement projects that turn a costly facility
waste into an income-generating energy
source. Another option is for a local industry to
be a partner in a combined heat and power
project supplying both electricity and steam
for industrial use or for a district energy
system.

Farmers Farmers can build on-farm
renewable energy projects, installing wind
turbines or anaerobic digesters, reducing their
on-site electricity costs and/or selling power
into the grid for extra income. Farmers can
also lease their land to private wind
developers. Typically, a landowner gets an
annual payment of up to $5000 per turbine if
they are on an annual payment system. Based
on typical turbine spacing and size, harvesting

the wind can increase annual farm income by
$70 per acre. Most of the bioenergy of the
future will be from farm-grown crops, another
way that farmers will be involved in energy
production.

Public and Private Community Institutions
Public and private community institutions like
schools, colleges, universities, experiment
stations, churches, synagogues and many
others are often very interested in reducing
costs through energy conservation. They may
also be interested in developing renewable
energy projects or in buying green power for
their buildings or campuses. Institutions often
serve as demonstration settings, building the
renewable energy project into the curriculum
and providing teaching and community
outreach, making the project additionally
valuable. They can sometimes find grants or
other funding to help offset the up-front
capital costs of projects. They may be a testing
ground for more innovative research and
development projects. These larger organiza-
tions may partner with others in the
community to serve as a hands-on location for
a pilot project that could spawn further
developments down the road.

STEPS IN THE COMMUNITY
ENERGY PLANNING PROCESS

In Minnesota, at least one county has
completed a formal energy plan, and interested
citizens in many other communities have
taken leadership roles to promote
conservation, efficiency, and use of local
renewable resources. Their experiences can be
models for other communities contemplating
energy planning. Several publications are also
available which lay out steps for community
energy planning (see Resources at the end of
this chapter). Communities should design a
planning process that will meet their own
goals, but they need not start from scratch to
create a workable methodology.

Steps in the
community energy
process include the
following:

1. Agree on common
goals

2. Raise community
awareness

3. Form a steering
committee

4. Gather and examine
information and data

5. Start with efficiency
upgrades and
conservation

6. Develop an action
plan

7. Turn the plan into
action

8. Evaluate and build

on success
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Improves the
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l%l Works well with

agriculture
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S concerns
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$ Offers community
economic development
Improves energy
independence, local
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security

Promotes learning about
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CASE STUDY:

0

Phillips Community Energy Cooperative:
Consumers Control of Energy Use

THE GOAL OF THE
PHILLIPS COMMUNITY
)E/NERGY COOPERATIVE, led by

%! the Green Institute, and supported
by Hennepin County and the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, is to
create an urban energy cooperative that gives
energy consumers greater control over their
energy usage and to link conservation programs
with under-served populations. To achieve these
aims, the Phillips Community Energy
Cooperative will deliver energy conservation-
related services at the reduced costs that can be
achieved by the larger membership base
associated with a cooperative.

Phillips Community Energy Cooperative will put
into practice the idea that as more people come
together, they are better able to influence their
local energy system. By setting realistic goals
and providing a mechanism for community
members to get involved, the project makes
success attainable and enables future growth.
Phillips Community Energy Cooperative also
plans to research the feasibility of a renewable
biomass combined heat and power facility that
would provide district heating and cooling to
Phillips neighborhood businesses and residences.

This sort of visionary step could be a model
for urban community redevelopment projects
across the nation and could serve as an exam-
ple to both urban and rural communities
wanting to regain control of their energy
future.

For more information contact:

Phillips Community Energy Cooperative
Andrew Lambert

Green Institute

612-278-7118
alambert@greeninstitute.org

Phillips Community Energy Cooperative

distributing compact fluorescent light bulbs

Agree on Common Goals The organizers of
the community planning effort must begin by
defining their common goals. Is the project
about conservation in public buildings, about
finding the most appropriate renewable energy
demonstration project for the community;,
about developing guidelines for assessing new
power plant or power line proposals, or about
something else? Defining the goals will help to
define the universe of interested people in the
community and determine the stakeholders
that must be involved for the project to
succeed.

Raise Community Awareness The next step is
reaching out to identified stakeholders and
others in the community and educating them
about the energy issues and the contemplated
planning process. Education and outreach
efforts vary. It could be as simple as a letter to
the editor in the local paper announcing an
organizing meeting or more involved like a
community meeting or conference on energy
issues. Initial community outreach should be
designed to spark interest in the issue, lay the
groundwork for the planning process, and
identify the people most interested in the
issues and in the planning process.
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Ongoing community awareness is critical as
well. Project leaders must make sure that oth-
ers in the community know what is happening
throughout the process. There are many ways
to accomplish this — signs advertising
meetings, regular stories about the planning
effort in the local paper, a regular column or
letters to the editor, meetings on the local
cable access station, and speaking
engagements to local groups and clubs.
Regular community outreach helps to increase
the visibility and interest in your project and
will help secure broad community support for
the final proposals later on.

Form a Steering Committee The most
successful community planning efforts involve
people with a wide range of interests. A wide
range of perspectives is most likely to result in
proposals that meet all community needs.
More diverse groups also hold greater political
and fiscal leverage when it comes to getting
approval for final plans. The more bridges that
can be built, and the more perspectives that
can be brought together, the more likely
communities are to achieve success.

It is a good idea to look for people from within
the stakeholder groups who are interested in
and committed to your goals and who have
respect and influence within their own
organization. You will be counting on the
people around your table to convince others in
the community that all options were
considered and that the final plan is a good
one.

Gather and Examine Information and Data
Every planning process has a fact-finding
element. The project goals will, of course,

dictate the needed information. If conservation

is a goal, information about community and
building energy usage and conservation
potential will be needed. If the goal is develop-
ing renewable energy, a comprehensive
resource assessment will identify the potential
energy resources available and their economic

feasibility. This is the place to involve technical
experts: experts from within the community,
utilities, University experts, state agency
assistance, and consultants.

Start with Efficiency Upgrades and
Conservation Before considering any
alternative energy project, be sure to explore
energy efficiency opportunities within the
community. Although Minnesota has an
excellent track record of conservation
programs, there is still tremendous potential to
reduce electricity use.

Develop an Action Plan Once the information
about technologies and the facts about energy
use and resource options have been analyzed,
it is time to develop an action plan. The action
plan will define the scope of the project. It
should detail what will be done, why, how, and
by whom. The action plan will include specific
goals, objectives, actions, timelines, and
responsibilities. It will identify costs, revenues,
financing and include the business plan for the

project.

Small, successful,
visible steps build a
culture of success.
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CASE STUDY:

Duluth and the International Council
for Local Environmental Initiatives:
Local Climate Change Targets

THE INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL FOR LOCAL
ﬁ/IRONMENTAL INITIATIVES?
{ is an international association of
' over 564 local governments
working to combat global warming problems
through local solutions. Its Cities for Climate
Protection Campaign (CCP) is an international
effort to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
improve community livability by assisting local
governments with energy management and
conservation programs. The program focuses on
local government involvement because local
governments influence and sometimes even
directly control many of the activities that
produce greenhouse gas emissions including:
land use decisions, energy-efficiency building
codes, waste-reduction, and recy-
cling programs.

Duluth, St. Paul, and Minneapolis
are all members of the CCP
Campaign and have started
reducing their greenhouse gas
emissions by conserving energy and
developing newer, cleaner systems
for heating and electricity. Each of these
Minnesota cities is taking a leadership role in
educating their citizenry and motivating their
communities to take action. Minneapolis and St.
Paul were founding members of CCP in the
early 1990's, and Duluth joined the Campaign in
May 2001.

In the fall of 2001, Duluth reached its first
project milestone, completing a greenhouse gas
emissions inventory that allows the City to
evaluate the impact of different energy-saving
measures on emissions. With the inventory
completed, the next steps in the CCP process are
to identify which energy-saving measures are
already having a positive impact, to formally
adopt a greenhouse gas reduction target, and
to develop a Local Action Plan to guide
proposed measures for emissions reductions.

Program leaders at the City of Duluth felt it was
imperative to engage a broad range of
community members throughout the process.

A community steering committee was seated to
assist in developing the Local Action Plan and to
ensure strong communication and organization
throughout plan development.

The City also secured funding and installed a 2.4
kW solar energy system on the Duluth Public
Library. The system will be hooked to a monitor
in the library that will show the clean energy
being produced and will serve as an energy
resource center for the community. The new
solar system was funded in part with a grant
from the Rebuild Minnesota program, adminis-
tered by the Minnesota Department of
Commerce.

Other current projects include an LED traffic
signal replacement that conserves 90% of the
energy otherwise used by incandescent traffic
lights, as well as a project in cooperation with
Minnesota Power that will showcase three
alternative energy systems to be installed at the
Lake Superior Zoo in Duluth.

For more information contact:
Carin Skoog

Cities for Climate Protection-Duluth
218-723-3610

ccp@ci.duluth.mn.us

Installation of solar
panels atop the
Duluth Public Library
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CASE STUDY:

COSO6

West Central Research and Outreach Center:
Developing a Renewable Energy Center in Morris

THE WEST CENTRAL

RESEARCH AND OUTREACH

* @TER is leading a community

' { effort to make renewable energy a
reality in Morris, Minnesota. The
Research and Outreach Center has put together
a proposal to develop an integrated, community
scale, research, demonstration and production
Renewable Energy Center in close partnership
with the University of Minnesota-Morris and

other community and renewable energy

collaborators. This would be a true community-
wide effort involving many different compo-
nents from installing renewable energy
technologies, to researching technologies for
conventional and cellulytic production of
biofuels, to tying industry in with a community
district heating system.

Many community institutions are already
interested in getting on board. The Renewable
Energy Center hopes to conduct research on
biofuels and install a series of wind towers. The
University of Morris is also interested in
becoming a “Green University” by using a
biofuel or biomass generator to meet its energy
needs. The local school district is building a new
elementary school that could incorporate a
district heating system tied into the University.

DENCO, a producer/farmer owned corn ethanol
plant located in Morris, is also pursuing
opportunities to join the mix. They are
evaluating the feasibility of installing a thermal
oxidizer to reduce the facility’s odors that would
also produce a large amount of steam heat that
could be sold for use in a district heating system.
By selling some of the excess steam, they could
recoup some of the oxidizer installation costs
while contributing to a community-based
renewable energy system.

The Research and Outreach Center is serving as
the catalyst and facilitator of community efforts
to incorporate renewable energy, but area
institutions and businesses would own and
operate the systems. A true community program
like this would be a unique demonstration that
could give people around Minnesota and across
the nation a working model of a truly
integrated renewable energy program.

To get the program moving, the Research and
Outreach Center has hosted two Renewable
Energy Workshops, each attended by over 200
people from a variety of backgrounds. A twen-
ty-six member Community Steering Committee
was seated after the first conference. The
steering committee will provide a citizen’s voice
throughout project development and play a
crucial role in ensuring public participation.

While this case study presents a somewhat
different model for community-wide planning,
it demonstrates another option. Community
energy planning can follow many models with
different community members and organiza-
tions playing a leadership role and moving
towns in the “right” direction.

For more information contact:

Greg Cuomo or Mike Reese

West Central Research and Outreach Station
320-589-1711

@
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Improves the
environment

Works well with
agriculture

Helps with reliability
concerns

Recycles waste materials
and waste heat

Offers community
economic development

Improves energy
independence, local
control, and energy
security

Promotes learning about
energy




12

CREATING A COMMUNITY ENERGY VISION

Clean Energy Resource Teams Manual

CASE STUDY:

0

Chisago County: A Community

Energy Management Plan

IN DECEMBER 2000,

Chisago County released its
{@ago County Energy
. Management Plan.* The plan lays
———— out avision for the community
and will guide future energy decisions. It out-
lines environmentally smart, sustainable, and
economically defensible energy options.
Developing the plan also allowed the public to
become engaged in a broad planning process
that laid the foundation for the comprehensive
energy management strategy.

got energy?

County %_Mwanmnt Plan

L 30

s %, 000

To facilitate stakeholder communication
in the process, the county board
appointed a citizen-based “Overlay and
Essential Services” task force of 18
ommunity members. The task force’s
mission was to review existing energy
conditions, including local use patterns
and energy demand, and to provide
detailed recommendations for several
sectors. They set guidelines for every-
thing from siting and permitting of
power lines and generation facilities, to

Improves the
environment
l%l Works well with

agriculture

Helps with reliability
S concerns

Recycles waste materials

and waste heat

$ Offers community
economic development
Improves energy
independence, local

control, and energy
security

Promotes learning about
energy

criteria for scenic resource protection, to
provisions for conservation and alternative
energy.

Several Chisago County community members
had already been involved in local energy issues
prior to involvement with the Chisago County
Energy Management Plan. In 1996, citizens
formed the Concerned River Valley Citizens to
challenge Northern States Power (NSP), now
Xcel Energy, regarding its proposed 230 kilovolt
power line that would span the St. Croix River
from Chisago County, Minnesota to Polk County,
Wisconsin. NSP sought to construct this new line
across the wild and scenic St. Croix River to
strengthen the grid interface between
Minnesota and Wisconsin.

Members of the Concerned River Valley Citizens
viewed the siting of a large power line across
the St. Croix River as a violation of the Wild and
Scenic River Act of 1916, which protects the
quality of the river and the land around it. In
fighting the proposal, they learned all they

could about the energy system, found funding
and brought in expert witness testimony for a
battle with NSP. In the process, group members
learned the ins and outs of the energy business
from siting and environmental requirements
to technical and engineering issues. They
succeeded in forcing a compromise on the
power line, but did not stop there.

Concerned River Valley Citizens saw the need to
develop a mechanism that would give the local
governments greater control over energy devel-
opment in their county forever. They needed a
countywide energy plan. The County Energy
Management Plan project was a community-led
effort to learn more about energy issues and
shape a plan that would ensure a citizen-
centered, locally controlled, sustainable energy
future.

The Overlay and Essential Services task force was
the primary organizing and leadership group in
the planning process. They worked with all
members of the community including the
general public and local elected officials. They
brought in assistance from the U.S. Department
of Energy, engineers, and other communities
already doing sustainable community work. This
combination of people and broad community
involvement helped ensure the success of the
project and created a coalition the community
could build on in the future.

The county soon had an opportunity to use the
plan. Xcel Energy filed a certificate of need with
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in
2002 to install a different line across the St.
Croix, now a lower voltage line with double the
transmission capacity. The coalition built
through the initial fight and through develop-
ment of the energy plan, is now able to
evaluate the proposal against the broadly
supported criteria in the county energy plan.

For more information contact:
Bill Neuman

Concerned River Valley Citizens
651-257-6654
ayelink@earthlink.net
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Turn the Plan into Action This can be one of
the most important steps in the entire process.
If the plan has several components, make sure
that there are visible achievements early on.
Even small, successful, visible steps build a
culture of success. They build momentum,
bring more people into the effort, and
encourage others to support the work. If one of
the first steps is erecting a wind monitoring
station, for example, make sure that the event
is well publicized and well reported. Involve
community volunteers if appropriate and
possible. Making the project happen will
include getting bids for technology, finding
grants, loans or other financing, construction,
interconnection, resolving unexpected
problems, and finally, bringing the project on
line.

Evaluate and Build on Success Be sure to
take time to reflect on what worked well and
what could be improved next time. If there
were problems, identify the barriers and look
for creative ways to overcome them. First look
to people from within the community who can
help to resolve the problems and then look for
outside technical help if it is needed. Learn
from successes and from mistakes and share
both widely within and beyond the
community.

Communities can and do take on and
accomplish what sometimes initially seems
like unachievable goals. Building the 21st
century community energy system takes
vision, commitment, persistence, and strong
leadership. It also requires broad community
involvement and is likely to require some
outside technical expertise. Working together,
people in communities can design and build
the local, renewable energy systems of the
future.

END NOTES

'World Energy Council and International institute for
Applied Systems Analysis, Global Energy Perspectives to
2050 and Beyond, London and Austria, 1996.

“Warner, Joshua and Schoenrich, Lola, Plugging Into Green
Power: Local Government Options for Renewable Energy,
The Minnesota Project, St. Paul, November 1999.

*For more information regarding the International Council
for Local Environmental Initiatives, please see the website:
http://www.iclei.org/.

*Chisago County Board of Commissioners. December
2000. County Energy Management Plan: Chisago County,
Minnesota. Chisago County, Minnesota.
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HELPFUL RESOURCES FOR COMMUNITIES

All web links listed here are available (and updated
if necessary) at www.mnproject.org (click on
“publications”)

Under Construction: Helpful Tools and Techniques
for Local Planning. Minnesota Planning Agency,
September 2002. This report provides information
on local planning and includes several sections on
energy. Additional information is available from
Deborah Pile, Minnesota Planning, 651-297-2375
or deborah.pile@state.mn.us.
(www.mnplan.state.mn.us)

Commupnity Energy Workbook: A Guide to Building
a Sustainable Economy. Alice Hubbard and Clay
Fond, Rocky Mountain Institute, 1995. Provides a
systematic approach to community involvement in
building a sustainable energy future. The Rocky
Mountain Institute, 970-927-3851.

(www.rmi.org)

Smart Communities Network: Creating Energy
Smart Communities. A project of the U.S.
Department of Energy. Resources and information
to help communities get started with energy
planning and community-wide energy conserva-
tion. It focuses on managing energy costs with
conservation programs, reducing production of
greenhouse gases, and involving the whole
community in energy management efforts.
Includes success stories of sustainable communi-
ties in renewable energy and efficiency issues.
(www.sustainable.doe.gov/municipal/intro.shtml)

Developing Your Community’s Action Plan. U.S.
Department of Energy, Rebuild America Guide
Series, May 1998. Lays out a planning process to
identify and implement energy conservation in
buildings. 800-DOE-EREC.

(www.eren.doe.gov)

Green House Gas Inventory Report with
Recommendations for the Development of Duluth’s
Local Action Plan. October 2001. This report
outlines both the CCP milestone process and
details how the emission inventory was conducted.
(www.ci.duluth.mn.us/city/information/ccp/GHG
Emissions.pdf)

BC Energy Aware Committee. From British
Columbia, Canada, the site addresses community
energy planning and the role of local governments
in energy planning. The website includes a “toolkit”
introducing the basic concepts and issues involved
in generating a community energy plan, provides a
number of community planning strategies based
on community size, and offers case studies that
portray pertinent information for a variety of
stakeholders. The toolkit is geared toward local
government officials but could be used by anyone
interested in community energy planning.
(www.energyaware.bc.ca/welcome.htm)

The University of Minnesota’s Regional Sustainable
Development Partnerships. The Regional
Partnerships draw together communities and
University resources to foster innovations in
sustainable development throughout greater
Minnesota. One of the Partnerships’ areas of focus
is locally distributed renewable energy. Partnering
with the Minnesota Project and the Department of
Commerce, the Regional Partnerships help bring
together communities and the resources they need
to determine their energy future. For more
information contact Cynthia Pansing, Statewide
Coordinator, 612-625-8759, pansi001@umn.edu.
(www.regionalpartnerships.umn.edu)

The Minnesota Project. A nonprofit organization
dedicated to sustainable development and
environmental protection in rural Minnesota.
Since 1979, The Minnesota Project has worked to
promote healthy rural communities through
building broad-based coalitions, facilitating
statewide, regional and national networks, and
connecting communities to resources and policy
forums. Current program areas are renewable
energy development, sustainable agriculture, water
protection and community sustainability.
Minnesota Project is coordinating the technical
teams for the Community Energy Resource Teams
Project. Contact: Lola Schoenrich, 651-645-6159 or
Ischoenrich@mnproject.org.

(www.mnproject.org)




