
CERTS SUCCESSES

Since its inception CERTs has created networks, 
provided education and helped catalyze projects.
Here are some of the milestones met by the CERTs
project: 

•In 2005, Regional Strategic Clean Energy Plans 
were created in each of the six rural CERT 
regions. 

•In 2006, 17 new clean energy projects were 
catalyzed with mini-grants of $1,000 or less, 
leveraging additional community funding and 
helping to create tomorrow’s energy system in 
communities today.

•CERTs won the 2006 Minnesota Environmental 
Initiative's Partnership of the Year award for the 
diverse collection of stakeholders the project has 
mobilized. 

•In 2007, CERTs was written into state statute. 
With current funding, CERTs will be able to 
award a total of $300,000 in mini-grants for clean 
energy projects throughout the six greater 
Minnesota regions during 2008 and 2009. The 
legislature also provided for the expansion of 
CERTs to the Twin Cities metro area. 

•Over 1,100 individuals participate in CERT 
meetings and educational forums, and volunteer 
thousands of hours to the CERTs project.

•According to a 2007 survey, 95 percent of active 
CERTs members believe that the program has 
been a success in the state of Minnesota.

COMMUNITY MEMBERS FROM AROUND THE STATE have developed a bold vision
for Minnesota’s energy future, through greater energy efficiency and production from clean
21st Century technologies including wind, biomass, biofuels, and solar power. That vision is
becoming a reality now, one project at a time. The Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs)
project, launched in 2003, is connecting people with the technical resources needed to 
identify and implement community-scale energy efficiency and clean energy projects.

You can be a part of making it happen. The Clean Energy Resource Teams are diverse – 
individuals; small business owners; farmers; members of environmental groups; local utility
representatives; academics; local, state and federal government staff and elected leaders –
and all share common goals and values. They want strong communities, local jobs, and
secure, clean, reliable energy. 

The CERTs approach is one of pragmatism and cooperation. It’s a model for how tangible 
economic, social, and environmental benefits can be achieved by reaching across traditional 
interest groups and taking a true, community-based approach.

WWW.CLEANENERGYRESOURCETEAMS.ORG
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WHO IS BEHIND THIS EFFORT?

CERTs Partners include:
•University of Minnesota Regional Sustainable 

Development Partnerships 
•The Minnesota Project
•Southwest Regional Development Commission
•The Green Institute
•Office of Energy Security, MN Department of 

Commerce
•Community members from all over the state

Funding for this project is provided by:
•Office of Energy Security, MN Department of 

Commerce 
•The Blandin Foundation 
•Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
•University of Minnesota Institute for Renewable 

Energy and the Environment 
•University of Minnesota Regional Sustainable 

Development Partnerships 
•U.S. Department of Energy

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT

CLEAN ENERGY RESOURCE TEAMS

CERTs Coordinators for the Northwest, Northeast,
Central, West Central and Southeast Regions:
Melissa Pawlisch and Joel Haskard
University of Minnesota Regional Sustainable
Development Partnerships
(612) 624-2293 or (612) 625-8759
pawl0048@umn.edu
haska004@umn.edu

CERTs Coordinator for the Southwest Region:
Annette Bair
Southwest Regional Development Commission 
(507) 836-8547, ext. 101
phydev@swrdc.org

CERTs Coordinators for the Metro Region:
Diana McKeown and Carl Nelson 
The Green Institute
(612) 278-7125 or (612) 278-7117
dmckeown@greeninstitute.org
cnelson@greeninstitute.org

Statewide CERTs Initiatives:
Dan Thiede
The Minnesota Project
(651) 645-6159, ext. 6
dthiede@mnproject.org

WWW.CLEANENERGYRESOURCETEAMS.ORG

ACTION IN EACH 

MINNESOTA REGION

All of the regional teams have learned that energy
efficiency is the first step towards economic 

development and energy independence. 
Along with efficiency, teams are pursuing a 

variety of other projects:

Central Solar thermal heating in low-income 
housing and innovative building construction. 

Northeast Solar, wind, and energy efficiency 
projects at K-12 schools. 

Northwest On-farm biodiesel production and
mobile biomass gasifiers.

Southeast Biomass projects, hazelnut nurseries, 
and partnerships with local utilities for efficiency 
programs and educational outreach. 

Southwest Wind development and its impact on
infrastructure, and encouraging energy efficiency
through energy audits. 

West Central Youth energy projects and tours that
highlight solar thermal manufacturing, energy
efficiency, and community wind production.

Twin Cities Metro The Green Institute was selected
to create a network to support and expand the
efforts of dozens of organizations already working
on clean energy in the Twin Cities metro.

YOU CAN GET INVOLVED!

CERTs members all over the state share the goal of
creating opportunities for local ownership and
energy independence. We always welcome new
participants who are interested in putting 
significant clean power and energy efficiency to
work for the benefit of local communities 
throughout Minnesota. Visit the web site to find
out how to join the team closest to you. 
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