On March 8, 2010, Minnesota had some of the worst air quality in the nation according to the Environmental Protection Agency’s Air Quality Index. It’s hard to imagine this happening in the land of 10,000 lakes, but levels of airborne pollutants have been rising, often to unhealthy levels.

One of the largest contributors to air pollution in Minnesota is diesel vehicles. Diesel vehicles make up just 10 percent of the vehicles on the road, but they account for 50 percent of the emissions. I am writing in support of a project aimed at reducing these emissions, specifically on school buses.

Project Green Fleet provides thousands of dollars of pollution-reduction equipment to public or private school bus operators at NO COST. The retrofits are aimed at older buses that pollute more than their newer counterparts. These technologies reduce emissions from the tailpipe, and also drastically improve air quality in the cabin. 

Minnesota children spend, on average, over an hour a day riding the bus, where pollutants are often over five times higher than outside. Diesel exhaust contains a variety of pollutants, which contribute to the formation of ground level ozone, or smog. These pollutants also harm children’s health, increase the risk of heart and lung disease, and are triggers for upper respiratory problems, such as asthma. Children are especially vulnerable to these ailments as they breathe more air per pound than adults and their bodies are still developing 
The health and environmental benefits of this program, and the fact that it is FREE make it an easy decision for any school bus fleet. Over 50 fleets and 1,500 buses statewide have participated in the program.

If you would like your school district to take part in Project Green Fleet, visit www.projectgreenfleet.org or contact your district’s transportation director or superintendent. 

