FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact:

[YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION, Example: Local School District]‘s Yellow Buses go green.

How buses from [YOUR ORGANIZATION] became cleaner and greener through a voluntary program with Clean Energy Resource Teams and Project Green Fleet 

Date – City, State – [Describe what your organization did and why.  Include how many buses were retrofitted and what the benefits will be.  [Example: This spring, students riding the bus to school in Independent School District 199 will be riding in buses made greener through a voluntary program aimed at reducing pollution and improving in-bus air quality. The program, called Project Green Fleet, provided and installed pollution reduction technologies for [30] buses, all at no cost.] 

The program, offered by Minnesota Environmental Initiative’s Project Green Fleet, is aimed at bringing aging bus fleets closer to the environmental standards of their newer counterparts. Buses are made “green” by the installation of federally approved filters and catalyst mufflers that can reduce engine emissions by up to 50%. Buses eligible for retrofits are older buses with diesel engines that are expected to still provide many years of service—newer buses create less pollution and don’t need retrofits. [TWELVE] school buses in the district’s fleet met the criteria for participation in the program. 

Diesel vehicles contribute more than 50% of the air pollution generated by all traffic in Minnesota. Air pollutants harm health, increase the risk of heart and lung disease, and are triggers for upper respiratory problems such as asthma. Studies have shown that pollution levels inside a school bus can be concentrated, and can be up to five times higher than in outdoor air. Minnesota’s students spend on average over an hour a day riding the bus, and are especially vulnerable to pollution-related ailments as they breathe more air per pound than adults and their bodies are still developing.

Cleaner running buses in [YOUR DISTRICT] are part of a larger statewide effort by Project Green Fleet. The Clean Energy Resource Teams have partnered with Project Green Fleet to increase awareness and recruit new school districts and privately owned fleets to participate in the program. To date, more than 1,450 buses have been retrofitted and Project Green Fleet plans to retrofit all eligible school buses in the state within the next several years—a total of approximately 4000 buses. 

[Add additional story/commentary as desired.  Example: District Transportation Manager Tom Huskins thought participating was an easy decision for the district and encourages other fleets to participate. In his words, “The installations improve air quality in the bus, reduce emissions, and are provided at no cost. It was really a no-brainer”]

To learn more about CERTs, visit www.mncerts.org.   For more information on Project Green Fleet, visit www.projectgreenfleet.org.

