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How did we get started?

• Xcel Energy - Partners 
in Energy 

• Energize Maplewood!
• 2040 Comprehensive 

Plan
• Metro CERT Seed 

Grant
Previous Mayor of Maplewood – Mayor Slawik –
Attending the Energize Maplewood! Kick Off Party



Re-Energize Maplewood! Program Introduction
• Build on the success of the Energize Maplewood! energy actions.
• Develop a pathway towards the City’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

renewable energy goals.  
• Focus on:

• improved energy efficiency 
• solar energy generation 

opportunities
• community awareness and 

education on benefits of 
energy efficiency, renewable 
energy, and funding and incentives 



Re-Energize Maplewood! Program Partners

ENERGY SMART



Re-Energize Maplewood! Programs
• Battle of the Parks
• Re-Energize Your Home!
• Re-Energize Your Business!
• Top 40 Solar Sites



Battle of the Parks

• June – August 2018
• Two Manufactured Home 

Parks with Over 500 
Homes Battled to be the 
“Biggest Energy Losers.”  

• Home Energy Squad Visits
• Fourteen Home Energy 

Squad Visits Complete
• Winner Received a Fun 

Energy Party  Maplewood Nature Center Naturalist Carole Gernes and 
Sammy the Snake were a Hit at the Battle the Parks Energy



Re-Energize Your Home!
• 98 Energize Your Home! 

Residential Energy 
Challenge Households
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Re-Energize Your Home!
• 98 Energize Your Home! 

Residential Energy 
Challenge Households

• Using State’s Solar 
Suitability tool, explored 
solar potential for each

• Sent package with:
• Overview letter
• Solar Suitability Report
• Educational content

• 3 month followup with 
Solar Power Hour



Re-Energize Your Business!
• 11 Energize Your Business! 

Energy Efficiency 
Participants

• 2016 program for energy 
efficiency assessments + 
recommendations

• ENERGY STAR 
Benchmarking

• Resulting in energy 
reduction of 480,000 kwh 
annually!
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Re-Energize Your Business!
• Revisited sites for solar 

potential
• Detailed solar feasibility 

assessment
• Projected array 

performance
• Cost estimate
• Long-term payback
• Summary of potential
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Re-Energize Your Business!
• Sent package with:

• Overview letter
• Solar Feasibility 

Assessment Report
• Educational Content

• 3 month follow-up letter 
with more resources

• And invitation to Solar 
Power Hour



Solar Top 40
• Proactively identified 40 
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Solar Top 40
• Proactively identified 40 

significant solar sites
• Range of building types 

found in Maplewood 
• Conducted detailed solar 

feasibility on each site
• Shared assessment, 

potential economic 
payback, solar resources 
and resources with each 
property owner



Results of Solar Assessments
Re-Energize Maplewood! 
projects represent
• 29,169,900 kwh of solar 

electricity capacity
• Meeting City’s 2025 

Renewable Energy goal
• Potential of 286,300 metric 

tons of GHG Reduction
• Up to $109,000,000 in 

electricity cost savings for 
owners



Re-Energize Maplewood! Outreach

• Letters 
• Site Visits
• Videos
• Door Hangars
• Celebrations
• Events 
• Newsletters
• Website
• Presentations

Terry Chaney of CEE and Shann Finwall of Maplewood 
having fun promoting Re-Energize Maplewood! at the 
RWMWD Waterfest Event



Next Steps

• Organizing a group 
purchase for commercial 
properties in City

• Working with LMI to 
advance solar

• Research approaches to 
advancing solar for LMI 
communities 

• Coordinating with Ramsey 
County to explore program 
opportunities



Thank You

www.maplewoodmn.gov/reenergize

Shann Finwall, Environmental Planner
City of Maplewood
(651) 249-2304
shann.finwall@maplewoodmn.gov

Ted Redmond, Co-Founder
paleBLUEdot, llc
(612) 669-7056
tredmond@palebluedot.llc

http://www.maplewoodmn.gov/reenergize
mailto:shann.finwall@maplewoodmn.gov
mailto:tredmond@palebluedot.llc
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