Minnesotans building
a clean energy future

West Central CERT 2014 Seed Grant Recipients

The Clean Energy

West Central CERT awarded $20,000 worth of seed grants, catalyzing energy efficiency and
renewable energy projects across the region. Funding is provided by the Minnesota
Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources. Thanks to everyone who submitted a proposal. Learn more and see past projects at http://projects.mncerts.org.

Resource Teams
(CERTs) connect
individuals and
their communities
to the resources
they need to
identify and
implement
community-based
clean energy
projects

Bonnie’s Hometown Grocery Store – Saving Energy to Save Our Hometown
Grocery Store
Clinton, MN – Bonnie’s Hometown Grocery is located in a western Minnesota,
USDA designated, rural food desert. Electricity is among the largest operating
costs. With broad community support, Bonnie’s seeks to replace the old freezers, installed in 1979, with new Energy Star freezers. These freezers would save
38% of current energy usage, saving 59,000 kWh per year and lowering the grocery store’s energy bills. (Energy Efficiency; $5,000)
Center for Renewable Energy Education & Demonstration (CREED) – Discovering Science on the
Range in the Field of Energy
West Central Region, MN – This project is a cooperative effort involving the CREED Project,
Hamline University Graduate School’s Department of Continuing Education and the Laurentian
Environmental Center (LEC). The program is designed specifically for high/middle school teachers
wishing to update their Minnesota Energy Efficiency/Renewable Energy (EERE) industry knowledge and thereby encourage their students to choose a future career in this field. Teachers completing all assignments for the two years earn twelve graduate credits and an Energy Education
Certificate. (Energy Efficiency (all); Renewable Energy (all); Additional Technologies (all); $500)
City of Brownton – Street Lighting Upgrades
Brownton, MN – The goal of this project is to upgrade streetlights and poles to replace inefficient
street lights, conserve energy, and share the results with others. (Energy Efficiency: Lighting
Upgrades; $4,000)
Madison, Marietta, Nassau Elementary School Lighting Retrofit Project
Madison, MN – The Madison, Marietta, Nassau Elementary School needs to upgrade the lighting in
its Gymnasiums and replace the exit lighting to more efficient LED lights. The school will also be
working with the City of Madison Bright Energy Solutions to pilot an energy saving education program for the 4th grade class this school year. This project will showcase energy savings as a real
world example to those students. (Energy Efficiency: Lighting Upgrades; $5,500)
New London-Spicer High School’s Agriculture Department – Solar Active Greenhouse & Wind Turbine
New London, MN – The New London-Spicer High School’s Agriculture Department, with the help
of several key supporters, is working to build a solar active greenhouse and install an adjacent small
wind turbine. This highly visible project will showcase several types of clean energy uses. It will use
the sun to heat the greenhouse through an in-ground heat storage system and will use the wind turbine to power its electrical equipment. This project will serve as a powerful educational tool for the
school and the larger community demonstrating the practical viability of renewable energy
resources. Data from the wind turbine will be collected and made public so others can track the kilowatt-hours produced by the system. (Energy Efficiency: Low-Cost/ No-Cost Upgrades, Behavior
Change; Renewable Energy: Solar Air Heat, Wind; Additional Technologies: Geothermal, Energy
Storage; $5,000)

