Minnesotans building
a clean energy future
The Clean Energy
Resource Teams
(CERTs) connect
you and your
community with
resources to identify
and implement
energy efficiency
and renewable
energy projects.

Southeast CERT 2016 Seed Grant Recipients
AgInspire: Renewable Energy Education Kits
Southeast, Central and Northwest CERT Regions, MN – The Renewable Energy Education
Kits project will be a collection of educational activity kits focused on wind, solar,
biomass/fuel, and general energy concepts. These kits will be designed to maximize educational technology and interactivity during short 5-10 minute implementations that inspire
and encourage further learning/engagement beyond the event experience. These kits will
then be taken to a Southeast MN county fair during summer 2016 to be used along with
our regular exhibit, the Ag Cab Lab. (Energy Efficiency: Low-Cost/No-Cost Upgrades;
Behavior Change; Lighting Upgrades; Renewable Energy: Solar Electric; Passive Solar;
Wind; Biomass/Biofuels; $2,414)

Lake Crystal Municipal Utility: Beat the Peak Program
Lake Crystal, MN – Lake Crystal Municipal Utilities’ (LCMU) voluntary “Beat the Peak” program is designed to help
customers become more energy aware and lower their power bills by using energy more efficiently and reducing the
energy consumed during peak usage periods. When LCMU identifies a "peak," participants will be asked to turn off
unnecessary lights and appliances and delay use of major appliances. Additionally, participants will be entered into an
energy savings competition, receive free enrollment in LCMU’s load management program, a home energy audit
from a member of LCMU’s staff and a credit on their monthly utility bill. (Energy Efficiency: Behavior change; $4,445)
Ney Nature Center: Harnessing the Power of the Sun
Henderson, MN – The Ney Nature Center will be installing a solar array, interactive monitoring system, and interpretive display to demonstrate and interpret this technology while using the electricity produced within day-to-day operations. This solar array system will bring the issues of our dependence on fossil fuels and provide insight to alternative
energy to the attention of park visitors, program participants and the local community. (Energy Efficiency: Behavior
change; Renewable Energy: Solar electric; $4,023)

Rochester EarthFest: 2016 Expo
Rochester, MN – The 2016 EarthFest Expo will be on April 24, 2016 at the Mayo Civic Center. The one-day Expo is the
part of the week-long Rochester EarthFest celebration, which included 20 events in 2015. EarthFest volunteers worked
with Rochester Mayor Brede to develop the “100% Renewable Energy by 2031” proclamation and this will be the
theme of the event, promoted through speakers, vendors, resources, and classes. (Energy Efficiency: Renewable
Energy and Additional Technologies will be highlighted; $4,023)

St. Dominic Parish: Communicating our Progress on Energy Savings Project
Northfield, MN – Students will inventory all the appliances and electronic equipment in every room of St. Dominic
School, test how much energy they use, and find the most energy-wasting equipment – the energy hogs. Students
will label the energy uses and present their inventory and alternatives at an energy fair where other students, parents
and parishioners are invited. Inventory will include the new LED lighting and boiler. (Energy Efficiency: LowCost/No-Cost Upgrades; Behavior Change; Building Envelope; Lighting Upgrades; change from steam to hot water
boiler; $4,023)

Region Nine Development Commission: Community Solar Garden Workshops
Southeast, Southwest and West Central CERT Regions, MN – This project is to develop and conduct three community solar garden-focused workshops in Region Nine (9 counties surrounding Mankato). The primary objectives of the
workshop are to educate potential solar garden subscribers and help them make an informed decision about participating as a community solar garden subscriber. A secondary objective of the workshops is to educate potential
landowners interested in serving as host sites about solar garden land leases. (Renewable Energy: Solar Electric;
$1,072)

