Central CERT 2012 Seed Grant Recipients
Helping Minnesota
communities determine
their energy future
The Clean Energy
Resource Teams
(CERTs) connect

As we kick off 2012, we are excited to announce the projects awarded CERTs seed grants in
each of the seven Minnesota CERTs regions.
Each of the seven CERTs regions awarded $10,000 worth of seed grants, catalyzing energy
efficiency and renewable energy projects across the state. The funding is provided by the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources.
Read on for all of the details! Thanks to everyone who submitted a proposal!
To learn more about past funded projects, visit http://projects.mncerts.org.

you and your community members
with resources to
identify and implement energy
efficiency and
renewable energy
projects.

CENTRAL REGION
Solar Thermal for Mobile Homes – Rural Renewable Energy Alliance
Pine River, MN – The Rural Renewable Energy Alliance’s Solar Thermal for
Mobile Homes Project aims to bring energy efficient and cost saving solar air
heat (SAH) to mobile homes in Minnesota. RREAL’s Solar Assistance program
provides an economically, environmentally, and socially responsible solution
that lasts for decades. However, solar thermal installations are typically not
permitted for the several million American living in mobile homes. This project
will allow RREAL to secure a structural engineering stamp for the integration of SAH on a typical
mobile home structure and thereby allow this valuable service to be extended to mobile homes
across the State. (Research: Renewable Energy; $5,000)
Solar Energy Conservation Project – Northland Arboretum
Brainerd, MN – This project represents the final – yet critical – phase of the Northland Arboretum’s
Solar Energy Conservation Project to create a real time, touch screen display that merges energy cost
data (usage) with solar production data (output). This display will create an interactive exhibit in the
lobby of the Arboretum’s Visitor Center designed to educate viewers about the value of energy
conservation. With over 26,000 onsite visitors, as well as access via the Arb’s website, this project will
add tremendous educational value to the other efforts already put in place.
(Education: Renewable Energy; $2,500)
Park Rapids Area Energy Expansion – Sailer Environmental
Park Rapids, MN – The Park Rapids Area Energy Expansion project’s primary aim is to facilitate the
formation of a cohesive, local energy interest group, beyond the city itself, that will collaborate with
other organizations, provide structure for future community energy initiatives, and educate
community members on a broad spectrum of energy topics including energy efficiency and
conservation measures, renewable energy systems and the expertise to maintain them.
(Outreach: Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy; $2,500)
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