Expanding Access to Clean Energy Across Chisago County
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America’s Best
Communities
Competition
•

2014 - Chisago Lakes area is one of 350 entrants into
the nation America’s Best Community (ABC)
competition to revitalize rural communities across
U.S.

•

2015 - Chisago Lakes Area is named one of 50
semifinalists, and Chisago Lakes identifies clean energy
as economic development priority.

•

2016 - Launch of the Chisago Clean Energy Hub helps
Chisago Lakes win $100,000 as one of eight national
finalists, and chance to win up to $3 million in ‘17.

•

More than 100 community members have already
participated in the ABC process - including working
on the Chisago Lakes Water Trail, and “Blue Zones,”
the Chisago Clean Energy Hub, and broadband
expansion across the region.
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"The ABC Competition Economic
Development committee identified
solar energy and energy
efficiency as a great
opportunity for our Chisago
Lakes area communities. The
Chisago Clean Energy Hub will be
the catalyst providing technical
assistance and financing options to
our communities”
Wade Vitalis
Chair, Chisago Lakes ABC
Economic Development Committee

•

GOAL: Provide technical assistance and financing
resources to make it easy to implement cost-effective
energy savings and solar projects.

•

OPPORTUNITY: Late 2015 Opportunity
Assessment identified $40 - $60 million in potential
solar and energy efficiency projects in the Chisago
region.

•

OBJECTIVE: 100% locally generated renewable
power for the entire County within a decade.

•

COUNTY – WIDE: 2016 endorsement by the
Chisago Lakes HRA-EDA Board to extend the
Chisago Clean Energy Hub to help.

•

PARTNERS: All Chisago County businesses,
residents, non-profits and churches, and local
governments.
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GOALS for Homeowners:
• 100 Home Energy Squad visits across the region by
Feb. 2017.
• Half of homes with energy audits commit to, and act
on cost-effective deep energy savings projects.
GOAL for Businesses:
• ALL Chisago Lakes area businesses visited for potential
energy savings opportunities by Feb. 2017.
• 50% of businesses with formal energy audits commit
to act on cost-effective energy savings and solar
projects.
• Support County-wide businesses with solar and
energy savings assistance.

GOAL for Local Governments:
• 100% of all publicly-owned buildings in Chisago Lakes
area receive an energy assessment, and commit to
“LEDs everywhere” by Feb. 2017.
• All County-wide publicly-owned buildings audited by
2018, and implement all cost-effective energy savings
and solar projects by 2019.
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