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Solar Photovoltaic (PV)
Solar PV systems convert sunlight into electricity. Installing solar
PV can be a great way to create energy independence for your
farm or business and stabilize your energy costs.
Could solar PV work for you?
n If you have flat or southern-facing roof areas or open land free from shade then you

could have a suitable site for solar PV.
n You can cover as little or as much of your electricity use as you like, and we can help

you understand how to size a system to fit your needs and budget.
n Funding, financing, and incentives at the local, state, and federal levels combined

with reduced equipment costs are helping farms and businesses install more solar
now than ever before.

Get started today at MnCERTs.org/GreatRenewables
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Solar Thermal
For rural communities and businesses dependent on delivered
fuels like liquid propane, a solar thermal system can be a good
way to reduce fuel costs.
Solar thermal systems capture the sun’s energy and use it to heat air or water.
n There are several types of solar thermal collectors. Solar thermal air heating systems

can directly transfer the sun’s warmth into hot air to heat your home, reducing your
heating costs when you need it the most. Solar water heating systems use the sun to
heat your water, saving on your hot water costs. Both solar thermal systems utilize a
clean and renewable energy—the sun.
n A typical solar thermal system might cover 65 percent of water heating or 30 percent

of space heating energy needs.
n Solar thermal systems are appropriate for rural applications, including supplemental heat

for livestock, crop drying and processing, and hot water for dairies and farm use.

To receive one-on-one assistance with for your farm contact Fritz Ebinger,
CERTs Rural Energy Development Manager, at 612-626-1028 or ebing007@umn.edu
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