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Solar for Schools: Two Programs.

• 216C.375: For schools outside of Xcel territory
• The Department of Commerce manages this program 
• Learn more at: Solar for Schools / Minnesota.gov (mn.gov)

• 216C.376: for schools located within Xcel territory
• Xcel Energy manages the Xcel program
• Proposed plan filing due from Xcel October 1
• Hoping to begin program in Quarter 2, 2022
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https://mn.gov/commerce/industries/energy/solar/solar-for-schools/


mn.gov/solar4schools
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Public K-12 Schools:
• Available Funding - $7,200,000
• Limit - 10% / $720,000
• Max. Grant - 95% / $114,000

Colleges and Universities:
• Available Funding $2,142,000
• Limit - 10% / $214,200
• Max. Grant - 40% / $48,000



Grant Funding Metrics

Adjusted Net Tax Capacity (ANTC): The net tax 
capacity of a school district as divided by the sales 
ratio. The purpose of the sales ratio adjustment is 
to neutralize the effect of different assessment 
practices among the taxing jurisdictions of the 
state.

Adjusted Pupils Units: Beginning in fiscal year 
2015, adjusted pupil units, or adjusted weighted 
average daily membership, is the primary pupil 
count used in school-funding formulas. The count 
is weighted by grade level (.55 for half-day 
kindergarten, 1.0 for full-day kindergarten and 
elementary grades, and 1.2 for secondary grades) 
and “adjusted” to reflect students served
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Round 1 Application Stages
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Readiness Assessment 
Submissions

Approved to Apply for 
a Full Grant

Full Grant Application 
Submissions

On Track to Move into 
Negotiations

60 $5,814,270



Solar for Schools Grant Reservation Updates
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K12 Grant Reservations

Program Total Reserved Available

$7,518,000* $5,814,270 (77.3%) $1,703,730 (22.7%)
*Increased from $7.2M in February 2022

College and University Grant Reservations

Program Total Reserved Available

$1,117,800** $96,000 (8.6%) $1,021,800 (91.4%)
**An additional $1,024,200 will become available July 1, 2023, totaling $2,142,00

As of September 2022



Round 1 Grant Allocation Distribution
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Grant Recipient Breakdown
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State Rankings for Solar Schools
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https://generation180.org/brighter-future-2022/


Minnesota Solar School Trends
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Minnesota Solar School Trends
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2023 Funding Schedule

Readiness Assessment* Full Grant Application

Round 1 
(K-12 & Colleges) January 9 – February 6 Due May 31

Round 2: 
(TBD) TBD TBD
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*Schools must email SolarForSchools@state.mn.us to request a unique Solar for Schools ID number prior to 
submitting a Readiness Assessment. See Solar for Schools / Minnesota.gov (mn.gov) for details. 

mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/commerce/industries/energy/solar/solar-for-schools/


Solar for Schools – Program Updates
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Utility Memorandum of 
Understanding

Financial Analysis 
Metrics

Evaluation and 
Priority Rubrics 



Readiness Assessment Update: Priority Rubric
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Metric Maximum Points

Financial Contribution Value 12 points

Financial Contribution in Excess 
of System Cost 12 points

Procurement Commitment 12 points

CERTs Pre-Application 
Consultation 12 points

Existing Solar 12 points

Number of SFS Applications in 
Current Round 24 points

Total Potential: 84



Full Application Update: Utility MOU
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Intent: serves as a clear indicator that utility currently 
foresees no significant issues or delays on their end that 
would impact the interconnection of the System as outlined 
with proposed Developer. It demonstrates communication 
has occurred between the school and their electric utility, 
providing the utility the opportunity to provide input and 
address the PV system’s:

 System Interconnection Barriers

 Electric Rate Escalator Assumptions

 Electric Tariff Impact



Full Application Update: Financial Analysis Metrics
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Intent: To encourage discussions surrounding a PV system’s 
financial cashflow modeling, solar developers must include a 
completed cashflow template in the contract with a school, 
including details and justifications behind all assumptions and 
values used to calculate the system’s 25Y cashflow value:

Savings/Income:
 Solar for Schools Grant
 Other Grants / Incentives
 Total 25Y Value of Electricity

 Snow Loss / Total Losses
 Y1 kWh Production 
 DC to AC ratio
 Electric Rate
 Panel Degradation Rate
 Electric Rate Escalator

 Other Savings / Income

Expenses:
 Installation
 End-of-life Removal and 

Recycling
 Inverter Replacement 
 Insurance
 O&M
 Other Costs 



Full Grant Application Update: Evaluation Metrics
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Metric Y / N

Full Application Completeness

Readiness Assessment 
Commitments

Financial Benefits to Applicant

Electric Utility Engagement

Thoroughness of Curriculum Plan
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Amanda Schienebeck, Solar For Schools Program Manager

SolarForSchools@state.mn.us

MN.gov/solar4schools

Solar for Schools: Next Steps

 Email SolarForSchools@state.mn.us to 
request a Unique SFS ID.

 Contact CERTs to Schedule a Pre-Application 
Consultation.

 Begin to Prepare for the Readiness 
Assessment Using CERTs Checklist

 Download the RFP January 9.

 Submit the Readiness Assessment by 
February 6.

mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us
mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us


Questions?
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Clean Energy Resource Teams:
1) Project Development
2) Technical Assistance
3) Solar for Schools Readiness Checklist 

Commerce Energy Contracts Department:
1) RFP Clarification and Process Questions
2) Grant Clarification and Process Questions
3) Data Requests

Solar for Schools: 
1) Submitting Program Public Comment
2) Requesting a School Project ID
3) Post-Grant Award Inquiries
4) General Program Questions

Energy.Contracts@state.mn.us

plindstr@umn.edu

SolarForSchools@state.mn.us



Solar Schools: Building
a Brighter Future

Peter Lindstrom
Solar for Schools Webinar

December 20, 2022



What is CERTs Hearing?

Dear CERTS,

I am a teacher at…

Just wanted to make contact with you about a project to 
build a solar array on our campus.

I am looking for any help and insight as I move forward 
with the student group working on this.

Mr. Lindstrom, 

I’m a junior at Roseville Area High School…

Are there any other grants out there that my school could 
apply for? As with many public schools, I think the main 
barrier for us will be cost.

I’m a teacher and the leader of of the Environmental 
Sustainability PLC. We are looking into possibilities for 
installing a large Solar PV array on our school. 

We are at the early stages in our planning but would 
like to move as quickly as possible with your help.

And, as you know, we get a lot of pressure to install solar 
panels on our roofs. We need to formulate a strategy around 
solar that will define at what point solar makes sense and in 
what form the solar should take (Host and/or subscribe to a 
CSG? Rooftop solar purchased through a PPA?).
- Facilities Manager



Solar School Options

Pine River-Backus – 660 kW

So. St. Paul Kaposia Elementary – 329 kW

North Minneapolis Community Solar

ROCCORI



What Can CERTs Do?
• Technical Assistance

– Meet w/ Officials & Students

– Help with Procurement, Calculate ROI 

• Tell Your Story
– Ribbon Cutting, Media

• Integrate into Curriculum 
&  Empower Students
– YES! (Youth Eco Solutions)

– MRES Solar Boat Regatta

– Climate Generation

– We Share Solar

South St. Paul Kaposia Elementary 
(453kw)



Technical Assistance

• Solar 101 
• Site Selection
• Procurement Best 

Practices
• Financing/Rebates



Incorporate STEM education into Solar Array



Tell Your Story!

Pine River-Backus (660Kw)



Want to follow up?

Peter Lindstrom
651-324-4831
plindstr@umn.edu

CleanEnergyResourceTeams.org/SolarSchoolss
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